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MEETINGS 
In this department we hope to publish timely announcements 
of future meetings and reports of events and papers presented at 
past meetings. For this we rely on the organizers of meetings 
to send us announcements as early as possible, and on colleagues 
in each country to send us reports, avoiding duplication by 
checking with the editor or the nearest member of the International 
Commission. 
THE 1975 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
By J. J. Gray, Hon. Secretary 
The meeting was held in Kings College London on the morning 
of 16 December 1975 with 32 members present. In the afternoon 
Dr. A. J. McConnell of Trinity College, Dublin, spoke on William 
Rowan Hamilton, and Professor C. W. Kilmister delivered his 
Presidential Address on "Some wrong turnings in applied algebra." 
The following synopses of their talks had been circulated in 
advance. 
WILLIAM ROWAN HAMILTON: Dr. A. J. McConnell 
Sir William Rowan Hamilton was undoubtedly one of the great 
mathematicians of the 19th century. The stories of his precocity 
as a child are well known,and he became Professor of Astronomy 
at Trinity College, Dublin and Royal Astronomer of Ireland while 
still an undergraduate there. His great discoveries in optics 
and dynamics laid the foundations for the developments in theoret- 
ical physics of the first half of the present century, and his 
discovery of quaternions was the first and perhaps most difficult 
step in modern algebra. This theory too had important applications 
to relativity theory and its non-commutative character was vital 
for modern quantum theory. Indeed, Hamilton more than any other 
mathematician deserves the title of "the father of modern theoret- 
ical physics." 
SOME WRONG TURNINGS IN APPLIED ALGEBRA: Prof. C. W. Kilmister 
Attention will be concentrated on the application of algebra 
made by Eddington, which reached its most extensive form in the 
posthumous (1945) Fundamental Theory. As well as dealing brief- 
ly with later writers in the same vein, particularly H. G. Kussner's 
Principia Physica, I shall consider the two related problems: 
(a) Is it right to speak of a tradition of such a priori applica- 
tions stretching back perhaps to Hamilton or even before? (b) What 
was the source of Eddington's peculiar approach to the application 
of algebra? Problem (b) will be considered both in the light of 
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external evidence and also from the extant manuscripts for 
Fundamental Theory. 
It is hoped that the meetings of the Society in 1976 will 
include: (1) a meeting at Newcastle University on April 10th at 
which Mr. P. J. Wallis will speak on Robert Recorde, with other 
talks on this period to be arranged; (2) a weekend conference 
at Maddingley Hall Cambridge on September 11-13 on the history 
of probability, statistics and business mathematics; (3) a con- 
ference at Hatfield Polytechnic on December 14th on the history 
of applied mathematics, jointly organized with the Home Countries 
branch of the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications. 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society for 1976 will take 
place in London on December 15th (details to be arranged). 
HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS AT THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE ANNUAL MEETING, BOSTON 
18-24 FEBRUARY 1976 
By Albert C. Lewis, University of Texas, Austin 
There were two seriesinthe AAAS program containing addresses 
directly relevant to history of mathematics. The first was 
entitled "American mathematics: Retrospect and prospect," arranged 
by Arnold Wendt (Western Illinois) and included the addresses: 
"Our mixed mathematical heritage" by F. Joachim Weyl (Hunter 
College, CUNY), and "Roles for mathematics in America" 1976-2001" 
by Garrett Birkhoff (Harvard). According to the program: 
"Weyl will trace the painful entry of mathematics into the 
public schools as the colonies were coalescing into a nation; the 
rise of mathematics for officers and gentlemen under the influence 
of the Ecole Polytechnique and West Point; the subsequent develop- 
ment of mathematics in the style of the Central European humanistic 
university; the prewar immigration of mathematicians from abroad; 
and finally the wartime accomplishments and the postwar patterns 
of government support--all of which have left their indelible 
imprint on the fabric and fiber of this country's mathematical 
enterprise. Birkhoff's address will deal with an analysis of the 
development, present status, and probable future of the four 
interacting areas ofthe"mathematica1 sciences" generally recog- 
nized: pure mathematics, applied mathematics, statistics, and 
computer science." 
The second session consisted of 19 addresses on "The sciences 
in America: A Bicentennial retrospective" and was arranged by 
Nathan Reingold (Smithsonian Institution). Relating most directly 
to history of mathematics were the addresses by Deborah J. Warner 
(Smithsonian Institution), "Astronomy in antebellum America," and 
Albert C. Lewis (Texas), "The American frontier in mathematics, 
1900-1940." The papers generally emphasized, in the words of 
